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BETTS, Cecil Christopher 
 

Private, 31295 
2nd Battalion, Essex Regiment 
Place of Birth: Haverhill 
Date of Death: Monday, 9th April 1917 
Killed in Action  
Cemetery: Fampoux British Cemetery 
Theatre of War: France & Flanders 
Aged 33 years 
 
Cecil Bett’s father, Benjamin, was born at Kedington in 1857 but soon moved with 
his parents David and Esther to Haverhill where he was work at D.Gurteen & Sons 
as a warehouseman.  He married Kate Willis in 1881 and they were living at 11 
Chauntry Place when their 2nd child was born on 8th February 1884 and baptised 
Cecil Christopher on 29th June that year at the Old Independent Church. 
 

Chauntry Road with Gurteen’s factory 
at the far end 

 
Cecil was a keen sportsman and 
played for the Haverhill Stour Football 
Club.   
 
In 1907 he married Mabel Emson, a 
Surrey girl who had moved with her 
family to Helions Bumpstead, her 
father’s birthplace.  They lived with 

her parents at Meadow View, but sadly her father died in 1910 but not before their 
first two children were born: Leslie Cecil on 8th June 1907 and Reginald William on 1st 
May 1909, both being baptised at Helions Bumpstead.  Their 3rd child, Phyllis was 
born in 1915. 
 
Cecil had become a warehouse clerk by the time he enlisted at Warley, Essex with 
the 2nd Battalion, Essex Regiment, as Private Betts, No. 31295.  He was to see 
action in France and was part of the attack on the heavily defended ‘Hindenburg 
Line’ in the spring of 1917.  On 9th April they attacked successfully at Arras but the 
casualty rate was 4,070 men per day, the highest of the war.  Cecil was one of those 
killed that day. 
 
A letter from the Battalion Chaplain was in the South-West Suffolk Echo, of 5th May: 

 
‘I write to tell you that your husband, Pte. C.C. Betts, has died in 
hospital, where I could not see him myself, but the Chaplain there 
has written to say he was buried.  May God comfort and support 
you in your trouble.  It may cheer you to know that he got his 
wounds while taking his gallant share in the great victory of which 
you have lately read in your papers.  Now you will always be 
proud of that.  May God bless him and you.’ 
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Cecil is buried at the 
Fampoux British Cemetery, 
near Arras and also 
remembered on the Old 
Independent Church memorial 
along with his brother Horace 
who was to die six months 
later.  Their names were also 
inscribed on their parents’ 
grave in Haverhill Cemetery.  
His father had died just two 
months earlier.  
 
Fampoux British Cemetery photo 
courtesy of CWGC 
 

 
At the unveiling of Haverhill War Memorial family wreaths were laid and inscribed:  

 
In loving remembrance of my husband, Private C.C.Betts died of wounds Apr 9th 
1917 – Mabel, & children, Leslie, Reggie & Phyllis. 
 

In ever-loving remembrance of Cecil & Horace Betts Mother, Sisters & Brother 
 

In ever-loving memory of dear Horace & Cecil Betts – Aunt Kate & family, Stour 
House 

 
Cecil Betts is also remembered on the Helions Bumpstead war memorial. 
 
 

 
 

His widow married Arthur Moore in 1919. 
 


